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Quickly Set Up Your Own Home Intranet With ocPortal
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Have you ever thought about what it might be like to have
a “portal page” for your family, just like many companies
offer to employees? Wouldn't it be convenient to have a
central web-based repository of important documents,
files and schedules for your family? Unfortunately, when it
comes to operating a portal site, it’s difficult to find a free
solution that isn’t scaled down in functionality. Most portal
software out there comes at a hefty price, and any free
scripts are either very simple demonstration sites or trial
versions.

Luckily, there is an open source Portal that you can
install on your own home web server. What this means is
that you can create an Intranet start page in your home
where all of your family members can access photos,
videos, music, calendars, web links and any other
resource that’s stored on the home web server.

Unsure whether you have what it takes to create your
own web server to install ocPortal onto? Have no fear —
all you have to do is connect a PC to your home network,
and then install and set up XAMPP as Dave described in his article. You could also use some of the XAMPP
tips | offered in my article on setting up a USB stick web server.

The prerequisites to installing the ocPortal on your home web server is to install XxAMPP, and then create a
MySQL table using PHPMyAdmin. Remember to create a user name and password on the table as well,
ocPortal will need this information during the installation.
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hportal
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GEANT ALL FRIVILEGES 0N ‘“hpertal® . # T0 'Imser'('leocalbost':

Please select a database % Edit Privileges: User ‘huser@'localhost’ - Dz

Database specific privileges (Check All / Uncheck All)-

Mode Wy SGL of vilege nawes ame exgressed in Eqglish

Once XAMPP is running and you've got the database ready, go ahead and download the ocPortal software.
On XAMPP, your public HTML folder is hpdocs. Within this folder, you should create a subfolder called
“Portal“, and then upload all of the ocPortal software files there. Then, go to http.//localhost/portal/install.php.

This will kick off the ocPortal installation routine. One of the first options is to choose whether you intend to
use a forum. Unless you have some other forum software from the list installed on your web server, just go
with the ocPortals forum.

Forum software

(Mo forums or members)
Adwvanced Electron Forum
Invision Power Board

MyBB
@ ocPortal's own forum {recommended)
phpBB
Simple Machine Forum
vBulletin
Waoltlab Burning Board
WowBEB
Advanced. Do you intend to have your forum and portal data Yac @ No

each in different databases (third party forums only)?

(requires more information]

Advanced. Do you intend to join a network of multiple ocPortal Yac @ No

(requires more information]

Advanced. Your database of choice {should be installed on the/a server):
mySQL 4.0+ (mysqli driver) =

Don’t forget to change the database to mySQL, since this is what XAMPP uses. The next step of the
installation will be to identify the domain. You should have your web server set to a static IP (use Karl’s
instructions in his network domain article to do this).

Use that static web server IP as the domain, and as part of the base URL settings. Leave the table prefix as
is, and choose your preferred password.


http://ocportal.com/start.htm
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/set-network-domain/

General settings

Domain 192.168.1.107
You may wish to remove www .
For example, example.com

Base URL http://192.168.1.107/portal
The URL to the base of yvour installation. If you hawve multiple
domain name wvariations (e.g. with and without www) then enter
the one you wish to use. The base URL must start http:/ /.
For example, http:/fexample.com/paortal

Table prefix

ocp_

The prefix your tables will be given. This allows vou to have
multiple ocPortal installations in a single database.
For example, ocp7_

Master password R
Choose a master password (this is used for configuration file
maintenance: it is not attached to any username)

» Master password R
Confirm password

Use persistent database connections [l

This option may reduce the time your script takes to start, but
may also tie up server resources. Check with vour server
operator that vou may use this.

Keep default settings on subsequent steps, and once you reach step 10, you'll see the following completion
screen if the installation completed without a hitch.

ocPortal installer: step 10 of 10

The ocPortal installation log for step 9 is below:

Install log:
Installed module 1login
Installed module recommend

Installed module £iledomp
Installed module supermemnbers
Created custom profile fields
Installation completed

Congratulations! ocPortal is now successfully installed! The final step is to delete thi
prevents other users from running this installation script, which would allow them to
ocPortal will not work until you delete install.php from the server. It is also a good id
permissions for a PHP script, to prevent potentially malicious users writing into the fi

If you need to run this installer again, you will need to upload this file again, so you
your hard drive.

Your ocPortal is not yet configured, which can be done at any time from the Admin .

» Configure my ocPortal first {(Recommended)
» Go to my new website now!

Go to your htpdocs/portal/ directory and make sure to delete the “install.php” file, or your portal will not work
without flashing a warning at you on every screen. Now that your new portal software is installed, all you
have to do is go to the IP address of your web server, like this: http://192.168.1.107/portal/, and you'll see
your portal page. If you log in under the admin account you created during setup, you can click on the
“Administration Zone” link to set up the portal.



On the main admin page, you'll see a status with reminders for each step of what you need to set up to get
content loaded onto your Portal as quickly as possible. The nice thing about ocPortal is that it comes with
lots of dynamic tools like a calendar, file sharing, an internal chat system and a whole lot more.

Ocportal Lost? Search for admin options here — |5

Site | Forums | Account | Collaboration

Q Structure

Admnstration zone

ﬁ Status
Status

Wou are in the A&dmin Zone, and this is your website's dashboard

@ Security @ Setup

If wvou're not sure how the admin menu above is categorised, hold the mouse to see a tooltip expla

For help, see the docg®. Add content/categories from the content management zone. Manage site «

To Do
“ Show all Checklist X E——
Regular tasks This is ve
You are r
Add news [due for first time now]
Send out issue [due for first time now)
Choose image of the day [due for first time now) [0 in queue]
Download of the weelk [due for first time now)
Make backup [due for first time now)
Blog (due for first time now)
Choose which poll 1= active [due for first time now] [0 in queue]

If you’re using the ocPortal for your family, like | am, the first thing you’ll want to do is establish the member
accounts. You'll find the Members panel under “Tools” in the Admin zone.

Ocportal Lost? Search for admin options he

Site | Forums | Account | Collabg

Adminstrabion zone

ﬁ Status

Members @ Home » Admin Zone » Tools

Bl aAudit

@ Setup & Structure

What would vou like to do next?

o

=

)

Add member Edit account Merge members Delete lurkers
account
g din

P E

i i

i

¥

Download member Import member Custom Profile Welcome e-mails
spreadshest (CS5W)] | spreadsheest [(CSV] Fields

Investigate user Temporary Usergroup Usergroups
usergroup subscription




membersnip

The majority of the time you’ll be spending, as the administrator/creator of the site, is in the editing areas. To
get there, click on the Administration Zone, and then click on the “Structure” menu item to get to the website
design page. You can access all of the same icons under the Structure menu list itself.

Ocportal Lost? Search for admin options here — |adr

Site | Forums | Account | Collaboration Zo
é Structure

Adminstration zone

.:@ Security @ Setup

ﬂ You have not yet run the Setup Wizard. The wizard will he| |4 Add-New-Page Wizard

logo. i’ Addons
If wou do not want to run the Setup Wizard, yvou can remove f :
¥ P ¥ S . Block/panel layout (Zone Editar)
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The “Site Tree editor’ is probably my favorite method to design the site, because you can view sections of
your portal in a tree-format. Clicking on any of the portal pages in the tree lets you choose to edit that
“zone.” When you edit a zone, you'll enter the “Zone Editor’” where you can view the page and then edit the
sections or “blocks” that you want to change.

Ocportal Lost? Search for admin options here — |44,

Site | Forums | Account | Collaboration Zd

Admnistration zone

ﬁ Status

Zone Editor: Welcome zone © Home » Admin Zoi

@ Security é Structure

@ Setup

@ Scroll to bottomn and click button to save.
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m (unnamed)
s Front page = Welcome back, admin.




» Guide
» Rules

I Random content QN1 Poll

» There are no entries at this time » There are no entries at this -

* Super-member
projects

» Modifications

» Hosted sites

» Links

» Freguently Aslked
Questions

» Contacts
» CEDI [ Add ] [ Add poll ]

Below is what my first attempt to redesign the main page looks like. | removed the poll, added an image of
the day, included a schedule/calendar block to the right menu bar, and added in a news section that | can
update every day.

Welcome to The Dube Family Portal Search

welcome back, Ryan.

[ Hare apthons ]

Image of the da Users anline Y |

[ D=talls ]

Site statistics

Sep 2011

[m]r[w][T[e][s

iatrina’s Firct Match

[ fudd Image afthe day | Wisw 81 | Visw [0 cammants] = _ 7
1 2%

Shoutbhox Y |

[ Edit in zane aditar & ]

Our family portal page is opan!
Fosted 1:53 AM
Well, I've finally finished our portal page - I hepe you like it!

It's where we'll have our family calendar, our plans, notes to
eachother and all that good stuff.

Enjoy it and have fun!

Lowve,
Dad

Re=ad more {0 comments)

It's also really easy to add new pages to the portal by editing the left menu and then clicking to add those
pages to your portal. Here, I've created individual pages for each family member, with items, features and
links that matter most to them.

The beauty of ocPortal is
that it takes so much less

time to set up than if you O(:Portal
were going to try and build
an HTML portal page

yourself on your web server. .
installing this PHP Jen's Stuff
application includes e

i »

Forums | Account |

Put your 1550 here



everything you need to build
a fully-functional family or
small-business portal site in
just minutes.

So take ocPortal for a test
drive on your own web
server and see what you
and your family think. Does
it have all of the add-ons
you need, and how is the
learning curve? Share your
experiences and your
opinions in the comments
section below.
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[ Logout ]
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Ryan's Birthday
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» Faceboolk
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